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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR BASIC
SERVICE SET ASSOCIATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 61/636,147 filed on Apr. 20, 2012, and
entitled “System and Method for BSS Separation,” which
application is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a system and method for
wireless communications, and, in particular, to a system and
method for basic service set (BSS) association.

BACKGROUND

Wi-Fi, also referred to as wireless local area network
(WLAN), uses IEEE 802.11 standard technologies as an air
interface, including physical (PHY) and media access control
(MAC) layers. In an IEEE 802.11 WLAN, the communica-
tion channel is shared by multiple stations, which may be
coordinated by a distributed channel access function, i.e., a
distributed coordination function (DCF), based on the carrier
sense multiple access with collision avoidance (CSMA/CA)
mechanism.

The DCF uses both physical and virtual carrier sense func-
tions to determine the state of the medium. The physical
carrier sense function resides in the PHY layer and uses
energy detection and preamble detection to determine
whether the medium is busy. The virtual carrier sense func-
tion resides in the MAC layer and uses reservation informa-
tion carried in the duration field of the MAC header, which
indicates the impending use of the wireless channel. The
virtual carrier sense mechanism is called the network alloca-
tion vector (NAV). The wireless channel is determined to be
idle only when both the physical and virtual carrier sense
mechanisms indicate it to be so.

A station (STA) with a data frame for transmission may
perform a clear channel assessment (CCA) by sensing the
wireless channel for a fixed duration, i.e., the DCF inter-
frame space (DIFS). If the wireless channel is busy, the sta-
tion waits until the channel becomes idle for a DIFS, and then
waits for a further random backoft period. The backoff timer
decreases by one for every idle slot and freezes when the
channel is sensed busy. When the backoff timer reaches zero,
the station starts data transmission. In WiFi networks, the
downlink traffic from anaccess point to a station is announced
via a traffic indicator map (TIM).

SUMMARY

An embodiment method of associating in a basic service
set (BSS) includes receiving, by a first node, a first packet
from a second node and determining whether association is
pursued in accordance with a first traffic type accepted by the
first node and the first packet including a second traffic type
accepted by the second node or in accordance with a first
device type of the first node and the first packet including a
second device type of the second node. The method also
includes attaching the first node to the second node when
association is pursued.

Another embodiment method of associating in a BSS
includes transmitting, by a first node to a second node, a first
packetand ascertaining, by the first node, whether association
is pursued in accordance with an indication from the second
node inaccordance with a first traffic type accepted by the first
node and the first packet including a second traffic type

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

2

accepted by the second node or in accordance with a first
device type of the first node and the first packet including a
second device type of the second node. The method also
includes attaching the first node to the second node when
association is pursued.

An embodiment first wireless communications node
includes a processor and a computer readable storage
medium storing programming for execution by the processor.
The programming includes instructions to receive, by the first
wireless communications node, a first packet from a second
wireless communications node and determine whether asso-
ciation is pursued in accordance with a first traffic type
accepted by the first wireless communications node and the
first packet including a second traffic type accepted by the
second wireless communications node or in accordance with
a first device type of the first wireless communications node
and the first packet including a second device type of the
second wireless communications node. The programming
also includes instructions to indicate, by the first wireless
communications node to the second wireless communica-
tions node, whether association is pursue and attach the first
wireless communications node to the second wireless com-
munications node when association is pursued.

Another embodiment first wireless communications node
includes a processor and a computer readable storage
medium storing programming for execution by the processor.
The programming including instructions to transmit, to a
second node, a first packet and ascertain whether association
is pursued in accordance with an indication from the second
node in accordance with a first traffic type accepted by the first
node and the first packet including a second traffic type
accepted by the second node or in accordance with a first
device type of the first node and the first packet including a
second device type of the second node. The programming
also includes instructions to attach the first node to the second
node when association is pursued.

The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features of an
embodiment of the present invention in order that the detailed
description of the invention that follows may be better under-
stood. Additional features and advantages of embodiments of
the invention will be described hereinafter, which form the
subject ofthe claims of the invention. It should be appreciated
by those skilled in the art that the conception and specific
embodiments disclosed may be readily utilized as a basis for
modifying or designing other structures or processes for car-
rying out the same purposes of the present invention. It should
also be realized by those skilled in the art that such equivalent
constructions do not depart from the spirit and scope of the
invention as set forth in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present inven-
tion, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to the
following descriptions taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment system for basic service
set (BSS) association;

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment message diagram for BSS
association;

FIG. 3 illustrates another embodiment message diagram
for BSS association;

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment method for BSS associa-
tion;

FIG. 5 illustrates another embodiment method for BSS
association;
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FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment method for BSS disasso-
ciation;

FIG. 7 illustrates another embodiment method for BSS
disassociation; and

FIG. 8 illustrates a block diagram of an embodiment of a
general-purpose computer system.

Corresponding numerals and symbols in the different fig-
ures generally refer to corresponding parts unless otherwise
indicated. The figures are drawn to clearly illustrate the rel-
evant aspects of the embodiments and are not necessarily
drawn to scale.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

It should be understood at the outset that although an illus-
trative implementation of one or more embodiments are pro-
vided below, the disclosed systems and/or methods may be
implemented using any number of techniques, whether cur-
rently known or in existence. The disclosure should in no way
be limited to the illustrative implementations, drawings, and
techniques illustrated below, including the exemplary designs
and implementations illustrated and described herein, but
may be modified within the scope of the appended claims
along with their full scope of equivalents.

IEE 802.11 launched a task group, TGah, for long range
and low power sensor networks. TGah generally follows
basic protocols of 802.11 and supports 1 MHz, 2 MHz, 4
MHz, 8 MHz, and 16 MHz channels. TGah creates specifi-
cations for under 1 GHZ WiFi. This new WiFi design has a
main application of sensor networks and a secondary use for
traffic offloading from cellular networks. An additional appli-
cation if for the backhaul, for example communication
between access points. In an example, over 6000 devices are
supported. An example WiFi network operates at narrow
bandwidths of 1 MHz and 2 MHz by downclocking a 20 MHz
WiFi network channel clock, leading to an increase in symbol
duration from 4 us to 40 ps.

Stations communicating in a WiFi network may be sensor
devices, such as smart meters, temperature sensors, and pres-
sure sensors, offloading devices such as smart phones, tablets,
laptops, or other devices. Sensors may determine and upload
data, while offloading devices may receive streamed audio or
video, e-mail, internet, transmit and receive voice, download
or play games, use services, or download large amounts of
data. Sensor traffic tends to have a low data rate, a low duty
cycle, and is utility operator managed. For example, sensors
may upload traffic at a low duty cycle and occasional down-
load traffic, such as software uploads or data requests. How-
ever, offloading devices generally have a high and bursty data
rate, and are cellular operator managed. For example, offload-
ing devices may have mainly downlink traffic mixed with
some uplink traffic, and tend to have non-uniform short dura-
tion activity. Also, sensors may be powered by batteries, and
therefore additional overhead leads to a shorter battery life,
and increased costs of battery replacement.

In a BSS with both sensors and offloading devices, most of
the channel may be used by the aggressive offloading devices,
while the less aggressive sensors experience delays. Also, the
transmission power for offloading devices and sensor devices
may be different, leading to a hidden node problem where
some devices are unaware of other devices in the BSS. For
example, sensors may use less power than offloading devices.
Additionally, offloading traffic may require a high bandwidth
and a high throughput, while sensor traffic operates at a lower
bandwidth and a lower throughput. Operating at different
bandwidths on a per packet basis generally requires addi-
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tional signaling. There are also different physical layer
demands for sensors and offloading devices. A BSS that sup-
ports only one type of traffic or device may provide special or
targeted functions for the particular traffic or device type.
BSS parameters, such as bandwidth, power, or beacon fre-
quency may be adjusted and optimized based on the type of
traffic carried by the BSS.

Different traffic types for sensors and offloading devices
are suited for different BSS optimization, signaling, and ser-
vices. For example, offloading could require the implemen-
tation of HS2.0 features. Also, offloading generally entails
implementation of lawful intercept and emergency calls.
Some network features may be used for a BSS serving off-
loading devices, but are not useful for a BSS serving sensors,
and may create additional overhead. On the other hand, sen-
sor networks may require additional features, such as last
gasp signaling and a high volume association after power
loss. Additionally, sensors may operate at lower bandwidths
of 1 MHz or 2 MHz, while offloading devices operate at
higher bandwidths. A BSS serving large areas of a smart grid
or smart meter devices may reject offloading devices that may
affect the sensor/smart grid reporting in the network. For
example, delay in reporting, which may cause bad results,
may be avoided with a sensor only BSS. Also, overhead may
be saved. For example, when a sensor only BSS receives a
probe request or a generic advertisement service (GAS)
request message from an offloading station, the access point
may ignore the request to avoid more overhead. In this
example, access points that only support sensors may have no
TIM in the beacon frame.

In an example, overloading is performed, where the same
bits or field in a beacon frame, or another type of message, are
used based on the actual traffic handled or by the traffic type
or device type supported by the BSS. For example, a beacon
frame for a BSS supporting offloading only may carry
extended information about a hotspot, while a beacon frame
for a BSS supporting sensors only may instead carry infor-
mation about the maximum idle time per sensor.

In another example, when the BSS is carrying mixed traf-
fic, the beacon frame carries only partial information of the
hotspot. Additionally, the packets sent and received in a par-
ticular BSS may have a field that indicates that the traffic is
sensor only, offloading only, or mixed. This indicator may be
in the PHY preamble or the MAC header. Other frames that
may be overloaded include the probe request, probe response,
or association request frames.

FIG. 1 illustrates system 101, which may associate stations
to its access point. System 101 contains basic service set
(BSS) 100 and verification server 116. In FIG. 1, BSS 100
contains access point 102, and is attached to station 104,
station 106, and station 108. Stations 104, 106, and 108 are
coupled to verification server 116. FIG. 1 illustrates three
stations for clarity, but more or fewer stations may be associ-
ated with a single access point. For example, over 6000 sta-
tions may be associated with BSS 100.

In one example, BSS 100 may support only sensor devices.
For example, BSS 100 may support a very large number of
sensors and smart meters. On the other hand, 100 may support
supports only offloading devices. Alternatively, BSS 100 sup-
ports both sensors and offloading devices. For example, BSS
100 may support lower performance devices, for example for
home deployment, and include a small number of sensors and
a small number of offloading devices. BSS 100 may only
support one device type, or may support multiple device
types.

BSS 100 may change the traffic type or device type it
supports. For example, BSS 100 may switch from supporting
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only sensors to supporting both sensors and oftloading
devices, or to only supporting offloading devices. In another
example, BSS 100 may switch from only supporting offload-
ing devices to only supporting sensors, or supporting both
sensors and offloading devices. When BSS 100 changes the
traffic or device type it supports, BSS 100 may signal stations
104, 106, and 108 of the change. The signal may cause the
attached stations to change traffic type, for example from
offloading to sensor traffic. Alternatively, the station may
separate from BSS 100. In another embodiment, access point
102 may schedule that stations may send only a particular
type of traffic for a specific period of time. For example, BSS
100 may support sensor traffic only during the night, offload-
ing traffic only during rush hours, and both types of traffic
during the rest of the day. Thus, the load may be balanced,
providing a high quality of service (QoS).

FIG. 2 illustrates messaging diagram 110 with messages
exchanged between station 104, access point 102, and verifi-
cation server 116 w. Initially, access point 102 broadcasts a
beacon frame, which is received by station 104. The beacon
frame may be a normal beacon frame or a short beacon frame.
The beacon frame may contain a BSS traffic type indicator
which indicates the device type or traffic type accepted by
BSS 100, and therefore of access point 102. For example,
BSS 100 may associate with only sensors, only offloading
devices, or both sensors and offloading devices. In one
example, the BSS traffic type indicator contains one bit that
indicates if BSS 100 supports sensors only or both sensors
and offloading devices. In another example, the BSS traffic
type indicator has two bits that indicate if BSS 100 supports
sensors only, offloading devices only, sensors and offloading
devices, and a reserved bit. In an additional example, BSS
traffic type indicator contains more than two bits. Alterna-
tively, the beacon frame’s short-long sequence may have a
different periodicity that indicates if BSS 100 supports sen-
sors only or sensors and offloading devices. In another
embodiment, the beacon frame indicates that BSS 100 sup-
ports sensors only in some channels and offloading devices
only in other channels. For example, BSS 100 may support
sensors only in the 1 MHz and 2 MHz channels, and offload-
ing devices only in the 4 MHz, 8 MHz, and 16 MHz channels.
When station 104 receives a beacon frame from access point
102 indicating that station 104 is of a traffic or device type that
is not supported by BSS 100, station 104 may not pursue
association with access point 102. However, when station 104
receives a beacon frame from access point 102 is of a traffic
type or device type that BSS 100 supports, station 104 may
pursue association with access point 102. In another example,
the beacon frame does not contain information on the traffic
type or device type supported by BSS 100.

When station 104 pursues association further with BSS
100, station 104 transmits an authentication request to veri-
fication server 116. Verification server 116 verifies the cre-
dentials of station 104. After verifying that station 104 is what
it claims to be, verification server 116 transmits an authenti-
cation response to station 104. The authentication response
indicates whether authentication is granted to station 104.

After authentication is granted, station 104 may optionally
transmit an information request to access point 102. Station
104 may directly transmit the information request to access
point 102. The information request may request information
that station 104 will use to decide which of multiple access
points that station 104 is in the coverage area of to pursue
association with. For example, the association request may
request information on the service provider or load of access
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6

point 102. Access point 102 may then respond with an infor-
mation response containing the information that station 104
requested.

If station 104 further pursues association with access point
102, station 104 transmits an association request to access
point 102. The transmission of the association request may
indicate to access point 102 that station 104 is of a traffic or
device type supported by BSS 100, and that the pursuit of
association is warranted. The association request may include
information on the traffic or device type of station 104. In
response, access point 102 transmits an association response
to station 104. The association response indicates if associa-
tion is granted to station 104. Association may be granted if
station 104 has a traffic type or is of a device that BSS 100
supports. However, association may not be granted if station
104 is not of a traffic type or a device type that BSS 100
supports. If association is granted, the association response
may include an association identification number (AID) for
station 104. When association is granted, station 104 becomes
attached to access point 102. Then, synchronization between
access point 102 and station 104 is performed. Station 104
reads the time indication in the beacon and adjusts its own
clock to follow the clock of access point 102.

After association is granted, station 104 requests an inter-
net protocol (IP) address from verification server 116. Veri-
fication server 116 then responds with an IP address response
containing the IP address of station 104.

Finally, data is transferred between station 104 and access
point 102. Station 104 may transmit data to access point 102,
and access point 102 may transmit data to station 104.

Alternatively, association may be performed by a relay
station coupled between station 104 and access point 102.

In another example, station 104 indicates its traffic type via
a direct request or action elements.

FIG. 3 illustrates messaging diagram 120 for BSS associa-
tion. Messaging diagram 120, which is similar to messaging
diagram 110, contains messages between access point 102,
station 104, and verification server 116. Initially, in the active
discovery case, instead of access point 102 transmitting a
beacon frame to station 104, station 104 transmits a probe
request to access point 102. The probe request may include
information on the traffic type or device type of station 104.
Access point 102 may respond with a probe response to
station 104. In an embodiment, only the access points that
carry that type of traffic or type of devices will reply to the
probe request broadcast message with a probe response mes-
sage. The probe response may include the BSS traffic type
indicator. Station 104 may decide not to further pursue asso-
ciation with access point 102 if it is of a traffic type or device
type not supported by BSS 100.

In another example, if the probe request indicates that
station 104 is not of a traffic type or device type supported by
BSS 100, access point 102 may decide not to further pursue
association with station 104. The probe response may indi-
cate that access point 102 will not further pursue association
with station 104. Alternatively, access point 102 may indicate
that it will further pursue association with station 104 by
transmitting a probe response, and indicate that it will not
further pursue association by not transmitting a probe
response.

If station 104 proceeds with association, station 104 may
transmit an authentication request to verification server 116.
Verification server 116 may then respond with an authentica-
tion response indicating whether station 104 is authenticated.
If'station 104 is authenticated, it may then send an association
request to access point 102. In response, access point 102
transmits an association response to station 104 indicating if



US 9,161,265 B2

7

association is granted to station 104. Association may be not
granted if station 104 is a device type that BSS 100 does not
support. However, association may be granted if station 104 is
adevice type that BSS 100 supports. If association is granted,
the association response may include an AID for station 104,
and station 104 becomes attached to access point 102.

After association is granted, synchronization may be per-
formed between access point 102 and station 104. Then,
station 104 requests an IP address from verification server
116, and verification server 116 responds with an IP address
response containing the IP address of station 104. Finally,
access point 102 and station 104 exchange data.

FIG. 4 illustrates flowchart 130 for a method of associating
an access point with a station. Initially, in step 132, access
point 102 may receive a probe request from station 104. The
probe request may include information on the traffic type or
device type of station 104. Next, in step 133, access point 102
may determine if station 104 is of a traffic type or a device
type supported by BSS 100. When the probe request indicates
that station 104 is not of a traffic type or a device type that BSS
100 supports, access point 102 may ignore the probe request,
and proceed to step 148, no association. Alternatively, when
the probe request indicates that station 104 is of a traffic type
or device type that BSS 100 supports, access point 102 may
transmit a probe response to station 104, indicating that
access point 102 will not further pursue association in step
131. Then, access point 102 proceeds to step 148, no associa-
tion.

However, when station 104 is of a traffic type or device type
that BSS 100 supports, or when the probe request does not
contain sufficient information on the traffic type or device
type of station 104, access point 102 proceeds to step 134.
Then, instep 134, access point 102 transmits a probe response
to station 104. The probe response may include information
on the traffic type or device type supported by BSS 100. Also,
the probe response may indicate whether station 104 is of a
traffic type or device type supported by BSS 100.

Alternatively, access point 102 may not receive a probe
request, and, initially, in step 134, access point 102 broadcasts
a beacon frame. The beacon frame may contain information
on the traffic type or device type supported by BSS 100.

Additionally, the probe response or beacon frame may
indicate a time window when a particular type of traffic or
type of devices is allowed to operate within BSS 100. The
time window may be specified as restrictions or as permis-
sions. For example, access point 102 may indicate that sensor
activity is not allowed during rush hour, from 8 am until 11
am. When station 104 has a traffic type associated with itor is
of a device type that is only allowed within particular time
window, station 104 may only associate with BSS 100 during
that time window. When station 104 associates with BSS 100
during the time window, when the time window expires,
station 104 may disassociate with BSS 100. Alternatively,
station 104 may remain associated, but remain inactive until
the window comes up again.

Next, access point 102 may optionally receive an informa-
tion request from station 104 in step 136. The information
request may request information on the service provider for
access point 102 or the load of access point 102. Access point
102 may then respond, in step 138, by transmitting an infor-
mation response containing the requested information.

Then, access point 102 attempts to receive an association
request in step 140. Access point 102 may not receive an
association request in step 140, indicating that there is no
association in step 148. Access point 102 receives an associa-
tion request in step 140, access point 102 proceeds to step
141. The association request may contain information on the
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traffic type or device type of station 104. Then, in step 141,
access point 102 determines if association will be granted to
station 104. For example, association will be granted when
station 104 is of a traffic type or device type supported by BSS
100, while association will not be granted if station 104 is not
of a traffic type or device type supported by BSS 100. In
another embodiment association granting may be performed
differently for different channels. For example, BSS 100 may
support sensors only in the 1 MHz and 2 MHz channels and
offloading devices only in the 4 MHz, 8 MHz, and 16 MHz
channels.

When association is not granted in step 141, access point
102 may proceed to step 143, and transmit an association
response indicating that association is not granted. Then,
access point 102 proceeds to step 148, and there is no asso-
ciation. Alternatively, when association is not granted in step
141, access point 102 may proceed directly to step 148, asso-
ciation not granted.

When association is granted, access point 102 proceeds to
step 142, and transmits an association response, which indi-
cates that association is granted to station 104. The associa-
tion response may contain an AID for station 104. After
association is granted, access point 102 synchronizes with
station 104 in step 144.

Finally, after station 104 is attached to access point 102,
data is transmitted between station 104 and access point 102
in step 146. Access point 102 may transmit data to station 104,
and access point 102 may receive data from station 104.

FIG. 5 illustrates flowchart 150 for a method for BSS
association. Initially, in step 152, station 104 may power on.
Alternatively, station 104 may enter the coverage area of
access point 102.

Then, in step 154, station 104 may transmit a probe request
to access point 102. The probe request may include informa-
tion on the traffic type or device type of station 104. In
response, station 104 may receive a probe response from
access point 102 in step 156. The probe response may indicate
whether station 104 is of a traffic type or device type sup-
ported by BSS 100. Alternatively, the probe response may
contain a BSS traffic type indicator. Access point 102 may not
respond to the probe request, indicating that access point 102
will not associate with station 104. If no probe response is
received, station 104 may proceed to step 164, no association.
If a probe response is received, station 104 may proceed to
step 158. Alternatively, station 104 does not transmit a probe
request, and, in step 156, receives a beacon frame from access
point 102. The beacon frame may contain a BSS traffic type
indicator. The probe response or beacon frame may indicate
the traffic type or device type supported by BSS 100. Next, in
step 158, station 104 may determine whether its traffic type or
device type is supported by BSS 100. If station 104 is not of
atraffic type or device type supported by BSS 100, station 104
proceeds to step 164, and there is no association. However, if
station 104 is of a traffic type or device type supported by BSS
100, station 104 proceeds to step 160. In another embodi-
ment, the probe response or beacon frame does not contain
information on the device type supported by BSS 100, and
station 104 passes through step 158 to step 160.

In step 160, station 104 transmits an authentication request
to verification server 116. In response, station 104 receives an
authentication response from verification server 116 in step
162. The authentication response indicates whether station
104 is authenticated. Station 104 then determines if authen-
tication has been granted in step 166. If station 104 is not
authenticated, station 104 proceeds to step 164, and no asso-
ciation is achieved. However, if station 104 is authenticated,
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station 104 may proceed to step 168. Alternatively, if authen-
tication is granted, station 104 may proceed directly to step
174.

In step 168, station 104 transmits an information request to
access point 102, and to other access points that station 104 is
within the coverage area of. The information request requests
information from the access points, such as the service pro-
vider or load. In response, in step 170, station 104 receives
information responses from the access points containing the
information requested. Then, in step 172, station 104 deter-
mines if it will pursue authentication with BSS 100. For
example, if access point 102 has a heavy load, and another
access point has a lower load, station 104 might decide to
pursue association with the other access point, and not access
point 102. If station 104 decides not to pursue association
with access point 102, station 104 proceeds to step 164.
However, if station 104 decides not to pursue association with
access point 102, station 104 proceeds to step 174.

Next, in step 174, station 104 transmits an association
request to access point 102. The association request may
include information on the traffic type or device type of sta-
tion 104. In response, in step 176, station 104 receives an
association response from access point 102, which contains
information on whether association is granted to station 104.
If association is granted, the association response may con-
tain an AID for station 104. In step 178, station 104 deter-
mines if association is granted. If association is not granted,
station 104 proceeds to step 164, no association, and if asso-
ciation is granted, station 104 proceeds to step 180.

Then, in step 180, station 104 performs synchronization
with access point 102. After synchronization, station 104
requests an [P address from verification server 116 in step
182, and station 104 receives an IP address from verification
server 116 in step 184.

Finally, in step 186, station 104 and access point 102
exchange data. Station 104 may transmit data to access point
102, and station 104 may receive data from access point 102.

Access point 102 may change the type of traffic it handles
or the type of devices that it handles. FIG. 6 illustrates flow-
chart 190 showing a method of dissociation by access point
102 when it changes the traffic or device type handled. Ini-
tially, in step 192, access point 102 changes its traffic type or
device type.

Access point 102 immediately, in step 194, transmits a
disassociation frame to all associated stations. The dissocia-
tion frame may be carried on a management frame. Alterna-
tively, the disassociation request may be carried on a beacon
frame. The dissociation request may be repeated several
times.

Next, in step 195, access point 102 receives disassociation
acknowledgement frames from the stations. After step 195, in
step 196, access point 102 disassociates from all associated
stations. Access point 102 deletes keys held for communica-
tion with the station. Also, access point 102 releases the
association identification numbers (AIDs) from the previ-
ously associated stations.

FIG. 7 illustrates flowchart 200 showing a method of dis-
sociation by station 104. Initially, in step 202, station 104
receives a disassociation frame from an access point. The
dissociation frame may be received in a management frame or
a beacon frame.

Station 104 transmits a disassociation acknowledgement
frame. Next, in step 204, the station disassociates from the
access point. Keys held by station 104 for communicating
with access point 102 are deleted.
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Finally, in step 206, the station 104 searches for another
BSS oraccess point to associate with. This may be performed,
for example, by performing the method illustrated in flow-
chart 150.

FIG. 8 illustrates a block diagram of processing system 270
that may be used for implementing the devices and methods
disclosed herein. Specific devices may utilize all of the com-
ponents shown, or only a subset of the components, and levels
of integration may vary from device to device. Furthermore,
a device may contain multiple instances of a component, such
as multiple processing units, processors, memories, transmit-
ters, receivers, etc. The processing system may comprise a
processing unit equipped with one or more input devices,
such as a microphone, mouse, touchscreen, keypad, key-
board, and the like. Also, processing system 270 may be
equipped with one or more output devices, such as a speaker,
a printer, a display, and the like. The processing unit may
include central processing unit (CPU) 274, memory 276,
mass storage device 278, video adapter 280, and I/O interface
288 connected to a bus.

The bus may be one or more of any type of several bus
architectures including a memory bus or memory controller,
a peripheral bus, video bus, or the like. CPU 274 may com-
prise any type of electronic data processor. Memory 276 may
comprise any type of system memory such as static random
access memory (SRAM), dynamic random access memory
(DRAM), synchronous DRAM (SDRAM), read-only
memory (ROM), a combination thereof, or the like. In an
embodiment, the memory may include ROM for use at boot-
up, and DRAM for program and data storage for use while
executing programs.

Mass storage device 278 may comprise any type of storage
device configured to store data, programs, and other informa-
tion and to make the data, programs, and other information
accessible via the bus. Mass storage device 278 may com-
prise, for example, one or more of a solid state drive, hard disk
drive, a magnetic disk drive, an optical disk drive, or the like.

Video adaptor 280 and I/O interface 288 provide interfaces
to couple external input and output devices to the processing
unit. As illustrated, examples of input and output devices
include the display coupled to the video adapter and the
mouse/keyboard/printer coupled to the I/O interface. Other
devices may be coupled to the processing unit, and additional
or fewer interface cards may be utilized. For example, a serial
interface card (not pictured) may be used to provide a serial
interface for a printer.

The processing unit also includes one or more network
interface 284, which may comprise wired links, such as an
Ethernet cable or the like, and/or wireless links to access
nodes or different networks. Network interface 284 allows the
processing unit to communicate with remote units via the
networks. For example, the network interface may provide
wireless communication via one or more transmitters/trans-
mit antennas and one or more receivers/receive antennas. In
an embodiment, the processing unit is coupled to a local-area
network or a wide-area network for data processing and com-
munications with remote devices, such as other processing
units, the Internet, remote storage facilities, or the like.

While several embodiments have been provided in the
present disclosure, it should be understood that the disclosed
systems and methods might be embodied in many other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit or scope of the
present disclosure. The present examples are to be considered
as illustrative and not restrictive, and the intention is not to be
limited to the details given herein. For example, the various
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elements or components may be combined or integrated in
another system or certain features may be omitted, or not
implemented.

In addition, techniques, systems, subsystems, and methods
described and illustrated in the various embodiments as dis-
crete or separate may be combined or integrated with other
systems, modules, techniques, or methods without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. Other items shown
ordiscussed as coupled or directly coupled or communicating
with each other may be indirectly coupled or communicating
through some interface, device, or intermediate component
whether electrically, mechanically, or otherwise. Other
examples of changes, substitutions, and alterations are ascer-
tainable by one skilled in the art and could be made without
departing from the spirit and scope disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of associating in a basic service set (BSS), the
method comprising:

receiving, by a first node from a second node, a first packet

comprising at least one of a second traffic type indicator
or a second device type indicator;

comparing at least one of:

the second traffic type indicator with a first traffic type
accepted by the first node, and

the second device type indicator with a first device type
of the first node;

determining whether association is pursued in accordance

with the comparing;

indicating, by the first node to the second node, whether

association is pursued;

attaching the first node to the second node when associa-

tion is pursued; and

not attaching the first node to the second node when asso-

ciation is not pursued.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein association is pursued
when the first traffic type accepted by the first node is only
sensor traffic and the second traffic type indicator indicates
only sensor traffic is accepted by the second node.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein association is pursued
when the first traffic type accepted by the first node is only
offloading traffic and the second traffic type indicator indi-
cates only offloading traffic is accepted by the second node.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein association is pursued
when the first traffic type accepted by the first node is both
sensor traffic and offloading traffic and the second traffic type
indicator indicates sensor traffic or offloading traffic is
accepted by the second node.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the first node is an access
point, and wherein the second node is a first station.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

receiving, by the access point from a second station, a

second packet comprising at least one of a third traffic
type indicator or a third device type indicator;

second comparing at least one of:

the third traffic type indicator with the first traffic type
accepted by the first node, and

the third device type indicator with the first device type
of the first node; and

indicating, by the access point to the second station,

whether association is pursued in accordance with the
second comparing.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the first packet com-
prises an association request comprising the second traffic
type indicator, and wherein indicating whether association is
pursued comprises transmitting, by the access point to the
first station, an association response.
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8. The method of claim 5, wherein the first packet com-
prises a probe request comprising the second traffic type
indicator, and wherein the method further comprises trans-
mitting, by the access point to the first station, a probe
response only when association is pursued.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein indicating whether
association is pursued comprises transmitting, by the access
point to the first station, the probe response comprising an
indicator of association status.

10. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

changing the first traffic type accepted by the access point

to a third traffic type accepted by the access point,
wherein the first traffic type does not equal the third
traffic type; and

disassociating, by the access point from the first station.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the first node is a
station, and wherein the second node is an access point.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the first packet com-
prises a beacon frame comprising a BSS traffic type indicator,
and wherein indicating whether association is pursued com-
prises transmitting, by the station to the access point, an
association request.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the first packet com-
prises a probe response comprising a BSS traffic type indica-
tor, wherein indicating whether association is pursued com-
prises transmitting, by the station to the access point, an
association request, and wherein the method further com-
prises transmitting by the station to the access point a probe
request.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

receiving, by the station from the access point, a disasso-

ciation request frame; and

disassociating, by the station, from the access point.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the first packet com-
prises an indicator of a time window when the access point
accepts the second traffic type.

16. A method of associating in a basic service set (BSS), the
method comprising:

transmitting, by a first node to a second node, a first packet,

wherein the first node accepts a first traffic type, wherein
the first node is a first device type, and wherein the first
packet comprises at least one of a first traffic type indi-
cator or a first device type indicator;

receiving, by the first node from the second node, a mes-

sage comprising an indication indicating whether asso-
ciation is pursued in accordance with the first traffic type
and a second traffic type accepted by the second node, or
in accordance with the first device type and a second
device type of the second node;

attaching the first node to the second node when the indi-

cation indicates association is pursued; and

not attaching the first node to the second node when the

indication indicates association is not pursued.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein association is pursued
when the first traffic type accepted by the first node is only
sensor traffic and the second traffic type accepted by the
second node is only sensor traffic.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein association is pursued
when the first traffic type accepted by the first node is only
offloading traffic and the second traffic type accepted by the
second node is only offloading traffic.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein association is pursued
when the first traffic type accepted by the first node comprises
sensor traffic or offloading traffic, and the second traffic type
accepted by the second node is both sensor traffic and oft-
loading traffic.
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20. The method of claim 16, wherein the first node is a
station, and wherein the second node is an access point.
21. The method of claim 16, wherein the first node is an
access point, and wherein the second node is a station.
22. A first wireless communications node, wherein the first
wireless communications node comprises:
a processor; and
acomputer readable storage medium storing programming
for execution by the processor, the programming includ-
ing instructions to
receive, by the first wireless communications node from
a second wireless communications node, a first packet
comprising at least one of a second traffic type indi-
cator or a second device type indicator,
compare at least one of:
the second traffic type indicator with a first traffic type
accepted by the first node, and
the second device type indicator with a first device
type of the first node,
determine whether association is pursued in accordance
with the compare,
indicate, by the first wireless communications node to
the second wireless communications node, whether
association is pursued,
attach the first wireless communications node to the
second wireless communications node when associa-
tion is pursued, and

not attach the first wireless communications node to the
second wireless communications node when associa-
tion is not pursued.

23. A first wireless communications node, wherein the first

5 wireless communications node comprises:
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a processor; and
a computer readable storage medium storing programming

for execution by the processor, the programming includ-

ing instructions to

transmit, to a second wireless communications node, a
first packet, wherein the first node accepts a first traffic
type, wherein the first node is a first device type, and
wherein the first packet comprises at least one of a first
traffic type indicator or a first device type indicator,

receive, from the second node, a message comprising an
indication indicating whether association is pursued
in accordance with the first traffic type and a second
traffic type accepted by the second wireless commu-
nications node, or in accordance with the first device
type and a second device type of the second wireless
communications node,

attach the first wireless communications node to the
second wireless communications node when the indi-
cation indicates association is pursued, and

not attach the first wireless communications node to the
second wireless communications node when associa-
tion is not pursued.

#* #* #* #* #*
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